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Brief Outline of Proposed Change

Currently (and since 19/12/12), any priority 1 or 2 PP21 casework samples that produce a quant
value of between 0.00214 ng/ul. and 0.0088 ng/uL are sent to microcon as the first step.

It is proposed that an assessment be done on results obtained from these samples to weigh up
risk/benefit of implementing "no further action at this time" (or something similar) on samples
displaying a quant value between 0.00214 ng/uL and 0.0088 ng/uL.

It has been observed anecdotally that samples which have been sent to microcon as the first
step (quant between 0.00214 ng/uL and 0.0088 ng/uL) more often than not, yield a DNA profile
result which is unsuitable for interpretation or comparison. In addition, the timeframe involved
(from quant to result release) is lengthy, especially if the sample has required an additional
amplification to confirm profile result. The current focus for FSS DNA Analysis and QPS is to
reduce our turn around time (TAT).

Benefits of the new process could include: Reduction in TAT for samples that have been sent to
microcon as the first step, Cost savings in consumables and human resources, Reduction in
TAT for all samples (due to more staff processing samples with usable results), Possible
reduction in submission of a certain sample type by QPS.
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